A PIRATE IN THE MAKING

As told by Bob Y., Edwin, Gino, Herbert, Laura, Leon and Mei on 3/11/09

Look at those enormous eyes! He’s such a cute baby. But “he” might be a baby girl
dressed intentionally to look like a boy. And what’s with that moustache? He surely
wasn’t born that way. Gino points out that baby would need at least ten more years to
grow his own moustache. Laura thinks the moustache makes him look old for his age.
Edwin is of the opinion that this might be a doll. Mei thinks somebody drew the
moustache on just for fun although she can’t imagine why. Gino thinks it’s doubtful a
baby would accept the doodles on his face, he’d scratch at it, paw it right off. Laura
remarks this baby would be awfully surprised if he saw himself in a mirror.

He’s six months old and his name is Casparin. Or Josefino. He can’t talk yet or stand up.
He’s just a baby, a chubby baby—Iook at that double chin. Bob thinks he looks like he’s
just eaten and is satisfied. Mei guesses he’s thinking, “What do | do now?” Gino
suspects he’s just loaded his pants. Edwin says, “This baby wants to look just like you!
The world around him is moving. He thinks he’s doing OK.” Leon thinks he’s hungry.
Gino observes that babies are always hungry. Laura thinks he was startled by the camera
flash and is about to start crying. Herbert gets the feeling this baby is a deep thinker.

Mei can’t believe that such a little baby has a moustache. Laura reassures her that the
moustache is just costume makeup. Herbert thinks maybe he’s dressed like a baseball
player—something organized, that’s for sure, with those stripes. Others think he’s
dressed like a pirate...all that’s missing is the gold earring (and that might be on the other
ear, the one that you can’t see in this picture).



But why would someone dress a baby like a pirate? Nobody thinks he’s dressed for
Halloween. Laura thinks he’s dressed this way because his father is a pirate. Bob can’t
figure it out. Mei guesses his parents thought he’d make a cute pirate. Leon guesses his
parents have dressed him up for a photo opportunity. Gino predicts that the in-laws and
the aunties and his grannies will all make a fuss over such a cutie and he’ll smile at being
the center of attention.

It’s not clear who took the picture. Gino states it wasn’t his mommy because no mother
wants to make a pirate out of her son. Leon guesses it was his dad but Laura thinks it
was a professional photographer, a stranger, because the baby isn’t smiling. Herbert says
he knows he didn’t take the picture, that’s for sure.

Now that they have had time to study this picture, Mei, Gino and Laura think maybe this
baby is a girl—if you take away the moustache, she looks more like a girl than a boy, in
their opinion. Herbert says if this baby is a girl, she’s a girl with an infirmity: a
moustache. Either way, girl or boy, he thinks the baby’s reaction to all of this is, “Huh?”

Mei and Laura don’t remember ever dressing up like a pirate. Herbert confesses he was a
pirate because it was a good way to get attention. Gino suggests that the topic of our next
group should be: The Pirate in Our Midst. Gino says that he once dressed up as a pirate,
probably in first or second grade—he’s not exactly sure except he wasn’t a bouncy baby
boy like this one when he did it.

Laura and Herbert liked watching pirate movies, the ones with Errol Flynn or Douglas
Fairbanks. They like the swords... the adventure...the climbing...the swinging back and
forth...the jewels...the buried treasure...and don’t forget walking the plank! Mei never
watched them because they’re too scary. Gino remembers the killing of Long John Silver
and is repelled by the violence.

What’s the best thing about being a pirate? Laura guesses it’s the open spaces and the
excitement. Herbert says it’s counting the money, the gold bars. Leon states it’s getting
the women. Gino thinks it’s a great movie part, no acting required, just wave a sword.
Mei imagines you could fly to the sky, way high. Bob has no idea if there is anything
good about being a pirate.

And the worst thing about being a pirate? Mei and Laura think it’s all the scary
moments. Leon says the worst is getting caught. Gino says it’s watching Long John
Silver spear an apple with his dagger and eating it. Bob is certain that the worst thing
about being a pirate is seasickness, no doubt about it.

Mei thinks if this baby is going to be a pirate he/she needs training first. Gino
recommends he join a union, The Negotiated Pirates of America. On second thought,
Mei thinks the baby should forget being a pirate, just go home. Herbert suggests he get a
lawyer. Mei says he should drink milk. After all, don’t pirates believe you should eat,
drink and be merry? With any luck this little baby is going to grow up to become
President!






